Whether you’re gunning for a Murakami or trying to fill out your
Zoom background, there’s never been abettertimetogetinto
art-here’sour guide to jumpingin. BY REBECCA DOLAN
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SKEPTA. Musician

SOLDIER BOY FRIEND

This young Lagos-baorn painter
{and former Supreme model)
brings the energy of his

Qur vibey artist picks

The Hottest

n's explosive art
scene to London, with
hypnotic, came-inspired works.
“When | saw the poppies
on the camo piece he did, it
spoke to me,” says 5 kepta
I knew he was
an artist to watch.”
@soldierboyf riend

Galleryls

7 Ey REBECCA DOLAN -
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This young French painter
uses pop art visuals and
religious symbols to produce
culturally loaded works
nodding to London street style
and Marseille's rap scene.
“He depicts real things that
| relate to heavily and doesn't
Justdo the art thing for fun.
Slawn says.
@tanguy_bourhis
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THE ART MARKET is rife with
gatekeeping - unless you follow
the right accounts. Then, some
of the industry’s slammed-shut
doors regularly spill open onto
your feed. Across Instagram,
artists give snapshots of their
private studios, collectors show
off their art-filled homes, and
dealers DM far-flung buyers. For
better or worse, it has become the
main platform for many artists
to exhibit their work, in an age
where access to physical space is
increasingly scarce. But success-
fully navigating the art market's
digital home is, well,an art.
Collectors have a staggering

himself painting popart portraits
with dancey soundtracks. But for
the moment, 1G's monopoly on
images make it the art world's
chosen virtual marketplace.
“For visual artists Instagram has
played the same role that YouTube
did adecade ago for musicians,”
says auctioneer Simon de Pury.
“Today the majority of emerging
artists who are being taken on
by the leading contem porary art
galleries have been‘discovered” by
them on the platform.”

Don't waste yourtime scrolling
endlessly and sending DMs into
the void. A good place to start is
by following art schools { @slade-
i @rcasculpture and

emerging curator. “I follow artists
Ilike, so I don't lose touch, and I
save artworks in folders.” It']] be
useful to set up an entirely new
Instagram account dedicated to
following artists and galleries you
like. For once, the all-seeing algo-
rithm works in your favour, filling
your feed withthe work of artists
experimentingin similar styles.
But Insta is more than a digi-
tal mood board for many collec-
tors. Its also a place to shop art.
“I highly recommend it, because
you can get some amazing, unique
work that is well priced] says
Marina Press Granger, founder of

signed with a gallery, whic

LUKA PAIWA: ETUBIOTHENTYEEVEN,

Instagram _ & ._

Social mediahas obliteratedthe artworld’sbarriers -
here's how tospotthe future masterpieces inyourfeed.

would usually require exclusiv-
ity ( though, famously, art dealer
Brett Gorvy reportedly sold a
multi ion pound Basquiat by
post to his 1G). For the most

part, Instagram is a good option
for finding work at the lower end
of the budget spectrum. Painter
Matthew Burrows received an
MBE after setting up #artist-
supportpledge during lockdown.
Artists nsed the hashtag to sell

reflect inflation.
The biggest challenge to buying

arelegit” says Granger. Scanning
an artist’s CV also allows you to
check out their career trajectory
and gauge if a price seems fair.
Ifit doesn't, it's not off the table
to ask for a discount. But make
sure you show interest in an art-
ists work rather than go straight
into haggling. And always ask for
a purchase that’s subject to IRL
inspection or at leasta video view-
ing. “Pictures can occasionally be
misleading in regards to colour,
scale or surface, texture, etc;” says
art historian Hector Campbell.
Typically, buying art on Insta
means visiting an artist’sstudio or
wehbsite, orhammering out details

17 JOHNSON ARTUR, Photographer |

RECONMNENDS

MAVIER SCOTT MARSHALL

“Xavier's work never lets go of
the respect he bestows on the
people he photographs,” says
Artur. The 27-year-old turns his
lens towards everyday Black
life, iImmaortalising moments
of drama and intimacy from
Harlem to Trinidad and Tobago.

practice;” says Genevieve Leavold,
a UK artist who uses the app to
sell work. “It's nice because I get
asense of who they are as well”
Instagram is also the easiest,
fastest way to get connected
to your local scene before you're
ready to spend. Artists post
details of openings, talks and
parties { @sebsartlist is one of the
best accounts for finding events
in London). “Instagram is great
for going down rabbit holes and
making sense of communities,”
says Jacob Barnes, codirector
of the gallery Grove Collective.
“In the art world, there are very
few lone wolves, so using it to

BEN BROOME, Curator

Leon Xu uses airbrushed hues
and unusual shadows to make
beautiful, murky paintings -
equal parts eerieand
mes merising, like an
underwater image. “Bormn in
China, based in NYC and
starting to exhibit globally,
Lean is one to wateh for sure,”
says Broome.
@modernday confucius
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ROBERT ONUSKA, _umm;:ma-_
RECONNEND

Totems are one of the hottest
things happeningin sculpture
right now, and Luna Paiva is
ane of the coolest kids on the
scene. The Argentinian artist is
a master of making funky
bronze farms that demonstrate
the delicate beauty of

Iimperfection. @lunapaiva_
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For newcomers, it's a hard scene to
crack. But the last few years have spurred

the art world to drop many of its usual

barriers

THE ART WORLD IS A LAWLESS LAND.
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You don’t need an art history degree, or

and auctions to go digital. Now, anyone
with an internet connection (and an Insta
account) can try their hand at collecting.
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING
FOR A LUCRATIVE HOBBY,

ill be

is making money wi
disappointed. Anything seen

KEEP LOOKING
People who come into the art
market whose only motivation
as short-term or speculative,
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THINK OUTSIDE
THE OIL PAINTING
Artwork is so much more than

the word suggests. Having
art around the home could
be as simple as taking home
a poster from an exhibition
or it could be intentionally
propping up a screen on the
kitchen table and showing

be more creative about how
we keep and access art.
—Ronan Mckenzie, founder
of the gallery HOME

something on aloop. We can

founder

| would stay away from
and see thisasa
long-term investment.
—Anders Petterson
and CEO of ArtTactic
DON’T GET HUNG UP ON

15 years ago, you will

MICRO TRENDS
If you look at art magazines
from10
have never heard of
80 or 90 per cent of
the artists featured in
there. Fashions are very
unpredictable and have a
particularly short shelf life,

usually,
critic at large

financial value.

in terms of both public
and,
—Jason Farago,

prestige,
for The New York Times

GIVE YOUR EYES

AWORKOUT

t start by collecting

Don

start by looking. You
have to think of your eyes

art

as a muscle and give them
constant stimulation. A
work that is super pleasing
and straightforward at the
beginning very often gets
tiresome. A work that seems
odd but still caught your eye
can be a good thing. Research

the works that have been
catching your eye.

— Sibylle Rochat, owner of
Rochat Art Consultancy
TRUST YOURGUT
When | started collecting
| was so terrified of making

that | followed

whatever trends my friends
advisers were buying —
things that | thought
| wouldn’t regret buying.
The moment | trusted my own

mistake,”
with more money or art

a“

instincts and what | liked,
that’s when everything came
alive for me.
— Russell Tovey, actor and co-
host of Talk Art podcast
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school, but he's already caught
the eye of Loewe with his
hyperreal, extraterrestrial
works. The Belgian artist
makes impossible ideas a
reality IRL and in the
metaverse. “He is such a

says MEYY. “His curation and
eye is so delicate, yet very loud

Now’s m_—.m 5

~ [ Time to Ride the |

and profound.” @ ]

h JAKE FOREMAN [

lively and textured work
{including on this very feature)
thrillingly captures the
mind-bending psychedeliaof
any subject. Vibrant colours
and madcap characters are
sure to pullin a print fanatic's
eye, whether that be on
a record sleeve, skateboard,
or zine. @ _jakeforeman

Generative ArtBoom

By BRIAN DROITCOUR, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF OUTLAND

Allthe Bored Apesmightbe gone, butthe machine-madeart
explosion is still here. The hard part isworking outwhat'sworth
anythingin an age ofinfinite creativity (and replaceability).

IT USED To BE MERDY to make
art with code. Then NFTs came
along and unleashed a gold rush
on digital art, and it got a whole
lot more mainstream. And while
the crypto boom and subsequent
bust tanked the value of a lot of
digital art projects, one area
has emerged strong in its wake:
generative art.

Generative art - works made
using algorithms, Al, or machine
learning - has an artistic lineage
that stretehes further back than
the smartphone. Code-based
art has been around since the
19608, when early adopters first
programmed computers to draw
wonky shapes and abstract forms,
Wow ive artis a fast grow-

:ene steadily making its way
te the market’s red-hot core,

Omne of the things collectors
love about buying generative art
is getting to try their own hand.
The vibe here is less cult-of-the-
artist and more egalitarian. With
a lot of generative works - often
purchased on an Ethereum-based
marketplace called Art Blocks - the
collector sets the code in motion
and doesn’'t know what the output
they bought will look like until its
finished. Art Blocks artists often
game the system, writing their
code so outputs with certain traits
will be rare - and therefore valua-
ble and sought-after. This can be
fun for collectors (many from the
worlds of finance and crypto) who
areless familiar with art than, say,

or beautiful visual forms, impos-
sible to anticipate. One of the
1,000 cutputs of Canadian artist
Dmitri Cherniak’s series Ringers
- inspired by the classical math-
ematical problem of calculating
the ways in which string can be
wrapped around pegs - looks like
a goose, with a beak and wings
silhouetted in white and gold.
In June, it sold at Sotheby's for
$6.2m - over twice its estimate.
Collecting generative art also
gives you entryto a different kind
of community. Owning a piece of
an Art Blocks project along with
dozens or hundreds of other col-
lectors creates a sense of cama-
raderie. (Of course, there are

generative artists still make
one-of-ones orsingularoutputs,
and do things the old-fashioned
way by printing selected works.

It's easy for buyers new to
the field to get distracted by
headlines about Al text-to-
image tools like Midjourney and
DALL-E declaring the “death of
the artist” But the basics of this
kind of tech were available to AI
art specialists long before last
year. While generative artists
tinker directly with algorithms
of their own making, Al artists
use large-scale learning mod-
els similar to those used by the
likes of Midj ourney and Stability
Al: Refik Anadol, whose work

Sougwen Chung have long been

training Al models on their own
drawings, sparking dialogues
between the computer’s imagi-
nation and their own. Evennow,
some artists compile their own
data sets so the outcomes look
more distinctive than the stuff
made by the large-scale gener-
ative art models. Others pursue
DIY approaches to preserve the
wonkiness of early AL the frothy,
stippled regions where the com-
puter can't quite find the borders
between elements, which have
a certain weird richness to them.
They reflect the technology
behind the art better than the
flawlessness of prompt-hased AL

code). While it's not hard to
find high-quality prints, plot-
ter drawings show the traces of
the methodical contact of pig-
ment to paper that give digitally
native art more material heft.
The Brooklyn fabrication stu-
dio Artmatr makes souped-up
plotters, encouraging genera-
tive artists to play with more
diverse and complex techniques
for turning their code into
physical works.

Snapping up a piece of gen-
erative art today is akin to
owning a slice of artistic (and
technological) history. Doa lit-
tle research. Scroll hack on an
artist's Instagram to find out
what they were doing t

Top: Refik Anadols Coral Dreams raises awareness of
climate change through art. Bottom: Sougwen Chung
adding finishin gtouches to her wark Chiaroscura.
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HOW TO
HANGIT

You've bought it and gotit home.
Now letinteriordesigner
Kelly HoppenCBE show you
how tohangit like a galkerist.

Use the floor and space itout
“The best way to hang art isto
lay iton the floor first. You can
place it down, stand back, and
appraise it, Marking its space
outwith masking tape lets you
see how much space it's going
totakeup”

Pay attention to height
“It's about where you stand
and where you look. If you
have taller ceilings, you would
mormally have bigger pieces
atdoor height level, asthat's
always quite a good indication
of where the eye would be
looking. But if you're hanging
justone piece, youwouldn't
want to hang it as high.”

Choose frames wisely
“Keep your frames as neutral
as possible. I'd always have the
same colour frame throughout,
whether a white lacguer,
black lacquer o rwood.”

Mounts can malke it

“If you don't have the budget
foralotof pieces, or for larger
ones, mounts can be useful.

Puta large mount on either

side of a smaller picture
and you endup witha much
bigger picture.”
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MAKE FRIENDS.
THEN MAKE MORE
Getting to know the people
you're buying from makes
all the difference: in terms
of getting a better price,
advance notice and baing
invited to things where you
might meet interesting peo ple
and where you might be
shown things for private sale.
- Ralph Taylor, global head of
Post-War & Contemporary Art
at auction house Bonhams
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IF YOU LIKE AN ARTIST,
APPROACH THEIR DEALER
EARLY (AND OFTEN)

A lotof people think, “If | go
tothe exhibitionopening,
that gives me instant access”
But by the time you gettothe
preview or o pening day, the
antire axhibition can be sold
out. — Marina Prass Granger,
founder of The Artist Advisory
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DEALERS, GALLERISTS
AND ADVISERS EXIST FOR
A REASON.USE THEM
Whenit comes to modern
art, the phrase “ldon't
understand it," is a common
response. Butthrough
conversations, you'll learn
more about where anartist
is coming from and get some
context about theirwork. You
don't have to have studied
the pieces —that can happen
indialogue with pecple
who know the work andthe
market. - Millicent Wilnar,
Director at Gagosian

art gallaries

11

EXPLORE THE GALLERY,
NOT JUST THE ARTIST.
It's important to know the

people you're buying from.
Mot all galleries are the
same, and neitherara all

online platforms. Nowadays,
it's very easy to fall into the
hands of people who are
sort of hy per-commercial
marketing machines rather
than galleries that do real
research. — Piero Tomassoni,
CEOQ of consultancy Artvisor

LULU LIN

wivid compositions of faceless
features using an electric palette.
“These are the colours I'd always
see growing up in cartoans, film,
photos and music videos,”
says Bridgland. @da__h_

N

— Photographer

This Lagos-based artist's wark has

Adfrican women artists. She blends

GRACE LADOJA MBE.
Music Executive

AYANFE OLARINDE

) MoneyChat |

MARK GODFREY, Art Historian

NICOLE EISENMAN

helped contribute ta the new wave
of much-deserved attention on

unexpected shapes, linesand
materials to bulld complex, highly
spiritual works. @ayanfee_

“*Once you get Elsa, you can't stop.

To hawve a Rouy inyour collection is
a statement,” says Pinnock. The
young artist’s uber-psychological
partraits hit different in our
emationally charged age.
@elsa.rouy

She's a budding Picasso for the
Instagram set. This French artist
makes oil paintings laced with
self-reflective humour and sexual
themes —especially those aimed
at queer audiences.
@nicoleeisenman
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ELEA ROUY: COURTEEY OF GUTH GALLERY
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BE UNASHAMEDLY
HONEST ABOUT
YOUR BUDGET
In the art world, there is
often this feeling that you
have te convey animage of
wealthor exaggerate your
income. But people really
appreciate honesty because
thentheycan helpyou find
a great piece of work. - Katy
Wickremesinghe, founder of
KTW Consultancy
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BUYING INTO HYPE
MEANS LOSING CASH
There are reasons whyan

artist might be considered
hot or their prices might
be spiking, but often there
can be a bit of market
manipulaticn going on.
Maybe the PR froma gallery
or anartist's studio is slightly
inflating interast levels to
stimulate demand.
= Ralph Taylor
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PAYMENTS CANBE
SPACED OUT...
Obviously art is not cheap,
but ~and this is a good
thing —many spaces or
organisations allow you to
buy artwork with payment
plans orin instalments,
-Ronan Mckenzie

15
...OR LOWERED
Emerging collectorscan often
ask foradiscount, if you're
new to the gallery. Really
onlyexpect 510 percent
off your first purchase, but
don't be afraid toask - just
bear inmind thata lot of your
relationships will be engeing.
- Jennifer Klos of art advisory
firm Collector House
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IF FRIEZE MAKES
YOUR HEAD HURT, INVEST
IN A CONSULTANT
Art consultants work out a
commission withthe gallery
based on a sale, so thay're
almost like an astate agent
forart. They get passes to
previews of artfairs, theycan
guide you on what might be
good for youto buy, and know
which artists are with which
galleries andthe prices they
sellat. — Marina
Press Granger
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DON'T BE ASHAMED
TO BUY APRINT
Original-edition prints are a
greatwayto start collecting
and they're often ata more
affordable price point. Be
cautiouswhen buying anline.
On wabsites that sell mass-
producedart, they like to use
the word “print,” but look for
words that say “editionto
print” or the specific number
of the printin that edition.
= Jennifer Klos

J
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THE NEW
BLUE-CHIP LIST

Theartworld car't getenough of
these high-priced virtuosos.
Here are the star names attracting
the biggest money.

By NATHALIE KERNOT

KAWS
Love him or hate him, Brian
Donnelly {aka KAWS) has
ascended from collectable
toy sculptures toa creative
behemoth, doing collabs with
Diorand Disney.
Record price at auction:
$14.8M

Yayoi Kusama
You'd need to be trying really,
really hard to have avoided
seeing one of Kusama's
sy e e
(orall the Instagram stories
snapped at her Infinity Mirrors
exhibit). The red-haired
nonagenarianis also muse to
Pharrell's Louls Vuitton.
Record price at auction:
$10.5M

Refik Anadol
Al-genaratad NFTs at MoMA?
It might sound |ike awinning
line in buzzword bingo,
but Anadel's psychedelic
explorations of colour and
dynamics transcend trends,
Record price at auction:
$2.35M

Jadé Fadojutimi
...15 coolerthan you,
Represented by gallery giant
Gagosian, the British painter
had work purchased bythe
Tate when she was just 27,
making her the youngest artist
inits collection. Her colourful,
large-scale paintings with
influences in anime took
Frieze 2022 by storm.
Record price at auction:
£11M

James Turrell
Eighty-year-old Turrell's work
haswithstood the test of
GenZ'sattentionspan(fans
include Kendall Jenner and
Beyoncé). His pleces = notably
the worldwide Skyspace serlas
~-span artand architecture,
using light, space and
aconverted extinct volcano
{yes, really).

Record price at auction:
$605K
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